2. UNIVERSITY RESEARCH GRANTS
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.1 INTRODUCTION

The University of Sri Jayewardenepura provides funds for scientific research projects for their academics. Grants are open to any researcher/permanent staff member of the university; however the principal investigator should hold a post of Senior Lecturer Grade II or above or an equivalent position.

The research grants are internally advertised biannually, at six months intervals. The University declares a “closing date” for grants for all Faculties and the duly completed applications (Please refer the attachments) have to be handed over to the respective research committees of the faculties on or before the declared closing date. The research committees of the respective faculties are deemed responsible for reviewing and evaluation of the submitted research proposals.

All the grant applications will be thoroughly evaluated by at least two reviewers who generally are experts in the relevant field.  The evaluation criteria will include the scientific merit of the study, the relevance of the study to national development, its contribution to strengthening the capacity of science and technology in the country, and the possibility of research findings being published in indexed journals.  It is the responsibility of the respective Faculty Research Committee to evaluate the project proposals in terms of scientific merit, possible ethical considerations and budget. The evaluated project proposals should be upgraded according to the reviewers’ comments.  It is the duty of the respective Research Committee to make sure that they submit only high quality proposals to the University Research Council. 

The project proposals which do not meet above criteria will be rejected by the respective research committees however the list of such proposals should be sent to the council with justification for information. A prioritized list of accepted project proposals will be submitted by the Research Committee of the respective Faculty to the Research Council for consideration of grants.  

The Research Committee should forward the list of reviewers of respective grants confidentially to the Research Council as the progress of the grants will be evaluated by one of the reviewers who initially evaluated the project.  The grant will be awarded to the Principal Investigator and he/she will be solely accountable for implementing the project and carrying out the project. 

Funds are considered for equipment, consumables, travelling pertaining to the research data collection (excluding overseas travel) and research assistant payments.
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